
 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

PASSION WEEK 

BIBLE STUDY & DEVOTIONAL 

Introduction 
I am so excited that you have this “Passion Week Bible Study and 

Devotional” in your hand!  The purpose of it is to help you get the 

most out of Holy Week, the week leading up to the most amazing 

event in all of history, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. These 

studies follow the timeline of events of the week so the day you 

are reading includes the events that happened that day. Because 

of this, some of the readings will be longer than others, but work 

at your pace and let this booklet draw you into the story. Each day 

starts out with a short overview I wrote to help get you started. 

Then you will read the main Bible passage and if you choose to, 

there are some bonus passages.  (Many of these stories appear in 

several of the gospels.) After reading the Bible passages, please 

take a moment to reflect on the questions and even journal if you 

can. My prayer is that as you read and reflect, you will come alive 

again, or for the very first time, as this amazing story of Jesus’ 

love for us brings new hope and new life.  If you are exploring the 

Christian faith and this study moves you, the last page tells you 

how you can begin a relationship with Jesus Christ. Don’t miss out 

on the amazing journey God has for you! 

God Bless Your Journey,  

Pastor Patrick McCue  

P.S. You can find my video devotionals that go with this study at 

www.AshfordChurch.org/Easter  

http://www.ashfordchurch.org/Easter


 
 

Sunday- Palm Sunday 
Palm Sunday was “Selection Sunday.” It was the day each family 
chose the sheep they were going to sacrifice for the Passover 
feast (Exodus 12:3-6). Many families would travel into Jerusalem 
on this day with their sheep in preparation for celebrating the 
Passover in Jerusalem. As Jesus himself rode into Jerusalem on a 
donkey, the crowds worshiped him and selected him as their 
Savior. While shouting “Hosanna,” which means “save now,” they 
thought they were selecting a king, but they were actually 
selecting him to be the “Passover Lamb” who takes away the sins 
of the world. 
 
Read Luke 19:28-44 
Bonus Scriptures: Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, John 12:12-19 
 
 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
1. The people were expecting Jesus to be an earthly king who 
would save them from the rule of the Romans, but his purpose 
was to save their souls. In what ways have you misunderstood 
who Jesus is? 
 
 

2. Verse 41 says Jesus wept over Jerusalem. What was it that 
brought him to tears? 
 
 
 
3. In this passage the people sang out, “Hosanna” (Matthew 21:9) 
and, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,” and they 
laid their cloaks and palm branches on the ground. In what ways 
can we use this “Passion Week” to worship Jesus as our Savior? 



 
 

Monday – Clearing The Temple 
The next morning Jesus went into the temple area and drove out 
all who were buying and selling there. Instead of the temple 
courts being a place to prepare for offering worship to God, it had 
become a busy, dishonest market. With the Passover just a few 
days away, the people’s hearts were as corrupt and greedy as 
ever. Jesus knew that this was supposed to be a place for prayer, 
praise and worship but it had become a den of robbers. With a 
passion for righteousness, he chased them out and flipped over 
their tables.  Instead of trying to take advantage of a helpless 
people, Jesus showed them kindness and compassion by healing 
the blind and lame.  
 
Read Matthew 21:10-17 
Bonus Scriptures: Mark 11:15-18, Luke 19:45-48 
 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
1. People and religion have always struggled to remain pure. In 
what way have you made the house of God a “Den of Robbers?” 
 
 
2. In this passage Jesus called God’s house a “House of Prayer.” 
Has your life become so busy, like the temple courts, that you 
have neglected prayer in your life? 
 
 
3. In verse 15 – 16 we see that the children also sang Hosanna. 
Jesus quotes the Psalms and says, “From the lips of children and 
infants you have ordained praise.”  Think for a minute about the 
faith of a child….   Have you ever worshiped God with the faith of 
a child? If not, I challenge you to sing a song to Jesus like you 
mean it! Go hide in your car and turn up K-love (104.9) or a CD if 
you need to, but sing to him like you love him! 
 
 



 
 

Tuesday – Sermon on The 

Mount of Olives 
After Jesus cleared the temple, he took time with the disciples 
and the crowds to teach and to share parables as we see in 
Matthew 21, 22 and 23. In chapters 24 and 25, Jesus gets alone 
with his disciples and, sitting on top of the Mount of Olives, he 
warns them about the end of the age.  These chapters are both 
fearful and promising. Although the thought of hate, war and 
judgment can be overwhelming, so can the thought of the 
amazing love God has for us. When he separates the righteous 
from the unrighteous like a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats, he will welcome his children into his kingdom! 
Matthew 25:34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, 
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’”  
 
Read Matthew Chapters 24 & 25 
Bonus Scripture: Mark 13:1-37 
 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
1.  In 24:12 we are warned that the “love of many will grow cold.” 
How can we remain loving in a hateful world? 
 
 
2. Read 24:14 again. How important is it that the Gospel is 
preached to the whole world? In what ways are you sharing the 
gospel today? 
 
 
3. In 24:42 it says, “Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come.”  What does it mean to 
keep watch? What are you doing to be prepared for that day? 
 



 
 

Wednesday – The Master Plan 

(Jesus Knew What He Was Doing) 
No exact events are mentioned on the Wednesday of Holy Week, 
although it is possibly the day Judas betrayed Jesus. Today we will 
look at “The Master Plan.” Starting with John 3:16-17, we will see 
that God loved us and wanted to redeem us. The very reason 
Jesus came was to save us from our sins, which meant dying on 
the cross as a substitution for us. The cross didn’t come as a 
surprise to him; it was the very reason he came.  Hebrews 12:2 
says, “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning 
its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  
 
 
Read a selection of Scriptures in the reflection questions  
 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
1. Read John 3:16-17.  This passage clearly teaches that God 
didn’t send Jesus to condemn the world. According to verse 17 
why did Jesus come? 
 
 
2. Read Luke 22:1-6. In this passage Judas agrees to betray Jesus.  
Has jealousy, greed or money ever tempted you to betray 
someone or break a promise? 
 
 
3. Read John 10:17-18.  In this passage we see Jesus as the 
shepherd caring for his sheep. Who took Jesus’ life from him? 
 
 
4. Read Philippians 2:5-11.  Just like Jesus knowingly chose to 
sacrifice his life for you, how can you consciously choose to 
sacrifice your life for others? 



 
 

Thursday- The Last Supper, 

the Arrest, and the Trials 
On Thursday Jesus sat down with his disciples to celebrate the 
Passover feast. As he explains its significance, he breaks the bread 
and tells them that it is his body given for them. After that, he 
shares the cup with them, telling them that his shed blood will 
wash away their sins.  After singing a hymn together, they go to 
the Mount of Olives. On the Mount of Olives, he sweats tears of 
blood as he prays and prepares for the painful events that will 
follow. His prayers are interrupted as his betrayer arrives and 
they illegally arrest him.  As the disciples flee, Jesus is ready for a 
long night of interrogation and abuse.   
 
 
Read Matthew 26:17-75 
Bonus Scriptures:  Mark 14:12-72, Luke 22:7-65, John 18:1-27 
 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
1. In verses 26-27 Jesus explains the significance of Passover. His 
body would be the bread and his blood would be the wine 
poured out so they could be forgiven. What does celebrating 
communion mean to you? 
 
2. When Jesus was in the garden of Gethsemane praying, he 
asked his disciples to keep watch with him. How have you 
supported a friend that was going through a difficult time? 
 
3. When Jesus was arrested, he stopped the disciples from 
fighting off the soldiers. Has there ever been a time that you 
wanted to fight but God called you to yield?  
 
 
 
 



 
 

Friday- Trials and Crucifixion 
The Jewish leaders came to the conclusion that they would have 
Jesus put to death. Because they were under Roman rule, they 
would need to get Pilate’s approval first. Pilate knew that there 
was no case against Jesus and that the Jewish leaders simply 
hated and envied him without cause.  Still, Pilate found himself 
powerless to change their minds. After offering to release Jesus 
to the crowds who previously loved him, the Jewish leaders 
persuaded the crowd, who had become a flash mob, to have the 
notorious criminal Barabbas released instead. Jesus now goes 
through the most extreme torture imaginable. He was beaten, hit 
with a stick, and had a crown of thorns jammed on his head. He 
was flogged with a cat-o’- nine-tails, leaving his skin shredded- he 
was on the verge of bleeding out. Finally, they crucified him on 
the cross. No word was strong enough to describe its pain, so the 
word “excruciating” was created to describe it.  On the cross, 
Jesus cried out, “It is finished” (John 19:30)  and, once and for all, 
he defeated death by paying for our sins on the cross!  
 
 
Read Matthew 27:1-61 
Bonus Scriptures:  Mark 15:1-47,  Luke 22:66-23:56,  John 18:28-
19:42 
 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
1. Jesus or Barabbas? When you look at this story do you relate 
more to The Jewish Leaders, Pilate, Barabbas or the people? 
 
 
2. Jesus went through this torture for you and me. How do feel 
when you consider what he went through to save us?  
 
3. Read Luke 23:32-34. How do you feel when you realize that 
Jesus came to offer forgiveness for everyone, even those that 
crucified him? 



 
 

Saturday- Guarding the Tomb 
After Jesus was buried, the Jews were afraid that Jesus’ disciples 
would steal his body and pretend he was resurrected as he 
claimed. Because of this they secured the tomb, sealed it and 
guarded it to be sure the body would not be stolen. One of the 
arguments against the resurrection has always been that his body 
was stolen. Think about it: if Pilate was so fearful of a rioting 
people that he was willing to sentence Jesus to crucifixion, don’t 
you think he would have taken the job of guarding the tomb 
seriously? I’m sure that the guards were well respected and 
strong soldiers.  The disciples had already fled in fear when Jesus 
was still alive. What would give them courage now? Indeed, 
Jesus’ body had been verified as dead when they pierced his side 
and blood and water flowed from it. The grave was now sealed by 
professional Roman soldiers who would guard it with their life. It 
seems like a certain day of defeat for Jesus’ followers but what if, 
just what if, his prophecies would be fulfilled?  
 
 
Read  Matthew 27:62-66 
 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
 
1.  How does the guarding of the tomb give a tangible legitimacy 
to Jesus’ resurrection? 
 
 
2. If you were one of Jesus’ disciples, how would you have felt 
after his burial? 
 
 
3. Often there is a waiting period between the promise and the 
promise fulfilled. How can we wait with faith and expectation?   
 
 



 
 

Sunday- The Resurrection, 

Coverup and Great Commission 
This is the climax of the story by all purposes! This is the day of all 
days, the day that Jesus rose from the dead! It would seem 
impossible to believe if he had not appeared to so many. He 
appeared to the women (Matt. 28:1), to the disciples (John 
20:19), to Thomas (John 20:26), to 500 at one time (1 Corinthians 
15:3–8) and to James and Paul.  Because of all these witnesses it 
was impossible for the coverup plot in Matthew 28:11-15 to 
work. Why couldn’t they cover it up?  Because it was true! Jesus 
had risen from the dead! After his resurrection, he appeared to 
so many witnesses that history would be forever changed. And 
the greatest miracle is this: that he appeared to me personally - 
not in a vision or dream and not visibly, but in my heart and soul. 
My soul knows that the burden of my sin is lifted, and I can sing 
with great confidence, “Because he lives, I can face tomorrow!” 
Has he appeared to you personally? I pray you COME ALIVE as 
you read and reflect on this passage today!  
 
Read Matthew 28:1-20 
Bonus Scriptures:  Mark 16:1-11, Luke 24:1-49, John 20:1-31 
 
Reflection Questions:  
 
1.  In verse 6 the angel told the women, “He is not here; he has 
risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.” 
When you think about Jesus, are you thinking about a living or a 
dead person? A buried history person in history or an empty 
tomb? 
 
2. When you discover great news, you want to share it. How can 
you share the great news of Jesus in this world today?  
 
3. Are you ready to give your life to Jesus today? If you are, jump 
to our bonus page, and we will help you make the decision 
today!!! 



 
 

Bonus - “I Want Jesus!” 
 
This page is dedicated to helping you give your life fully to Jesus 
Christ!  After reading about what he did for you on the cross and 
how he rose from the dead to save you, I am so excited that you 
are now ready to give your heart to him!  This is what we call 
“Having Faith.” Although you cannot see Jesus visibly in front of 
you, you feel him in your heart, hear him in your mind, and all of 
the evidence is pointing toward the reality that he can save you and 
give you new life! So, what do you do? You take a step of FAITH  
and BELIEVE!   
 

1. Admit you’re a sinner!   
What does this mean? Every one of us is born a sinner. We don’t 

even have to sin on purpose, we just do it and we feel guilty. 

Instead of trying to prove ourselves right and justify your actions, 

we need to admit we are sinners and confess it to Jesus. Then we 

commit to no longer living for ourselves, but according to his 

instructions, given to us in the Bible.  

 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God..”  
Romans 3:23  

 
 

2. Believe that Jesus paid for your sins on the cross. 
The amazing thing about the story is this: we don’t earn salvation 
on our own. It is a free gift from God. We don’t clean up our act so 
that he will forgive us. Instead, he died on the cross so we could be 
forgiven! This means we don’t trust ourselves to dig our way out of 
our sin debt; we believe that Jesus paid the full price for our sins on 
the cross! 
 
 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 
 



 
 

3. Confess that Jesus is Lord and commit your life to 
him!  

 “…if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 

it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved.”  
Romans 10:9–10  

 
This is the best part! When you confess with your mouth that Jesus 
is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, YOU ARE SAVED! That is what we call FAITH! When you 
Admit the need, Believe Jesus is the answer and Confess that he is 
your Lord, you receive salvation! Let me lead you in a short prayer 
to make that confession… 
 

Prayer  
Dear Jesus, I acknowledge that I am a sinner and I want to turn my 
life over to you. I believe that you really gave your life for me on the 
cross and died for my sins. I believe that God raised you from the 
dead to save me. So today I confess that you are my Lord and Savior 
and I give you my heart and my life!  Amen! 
 
If you prayed that prayer and believed it, you are saved! 
 

Next Steps 
I would love to help you as you begin this new journey in Christ. 
Email me (PastorPat@AshfordChurch.org) and I would be happy to 
talk to you and send you some Bible studies. If you need a Bible, I 
will get you one and do all I can to help you grow in Christ.    
 
 

Here are a few important things for you to start doing 
right away!  

1. Read the Bible 
2. Pray to Jesus 
3. Worship at Church 
4. Share Your New Faith 

mailto:PastorPat@AshfordChurch.org
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