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Lesson 1 - Knowing Who God Is 
 

Who is God?  
Our Creator, Lord, Savior and Friend! He is the Author of Life and the author of scripture. He 
is perfect, just, loving, merciful, gracious, right, honest, wise and kind. He is holy and perfect.  
 

Westminster Shorter Catechism -  Question 4 
 
Q: What is God? 
A: God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, 
justice, goodness, and truth.     
(Our homework will go into this in great detail.) 
http://www.westminsterconfession.org/confessional-standards/the-westminster-shorter-catechism.php   

 

God w   s and God c          d. 
Genesis 1:1–2 (NLT) 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was formless and empty, 
and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface of 
the waters.  

God uses His c        n to teach us who He is!  

(Although many refuse it!) 
 
Romans 1:18–23 (NLT)  
But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the truth 
by their wickedness. 19 They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. 
20 For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through everything 
God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So 
they have no excuse for not knowing God.  
21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they 
began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and 
confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping 
the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and 
animals and reptiles.  
 
Everyday when we walk about in creation, it is infinite proof that God exists and that He is an 
amazing creator. The detail of everything He made and how He put it all together will literally 
take your breath away if you pause to take it in.  

http://www.westminsterconfession.org/confessional-standards/the-westminster-shorter-catechism.php
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God uses His S       t   to teach us who He is. 
Matthew 16:17 (NLT) 
 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed 
this to you. You did not learn this from any human being.” 
 
1 Corinthians 2:6–12 (NLT)  
…10 But it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out 
everything and shows us God’s deep secrets.  
 

God uses His W       d  to teach us who He is. 
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NLT) 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 
17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 
 

God is both the most comprehensible and incomprehensible 

belief you will ever have.  
 
Deuteronomy 29:29 (NLT) 
29 The Lord our God has secrets known to no one. We are not accountable for them, but we and 
our children are accountable forever for all that he has revealed to us, so that we may obey all 
the terms of these instructions. 
 
Isaiah 55:8–9 (NLT) 
    8 “My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,” says the LORD.  
      “And my ways are far beyond anything you could imagine.  
    9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth,  
      so my ways are higher than your ways  
      and my thoughts higher than your thoughts.” 
 
 
There will never be anything more believable than God – Because he wants us to know him. 
But also there will never be a more mysterious subject than God.  
 
 
If you can fully understand your god then he isn’t big enough.  
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Attributes of God (a few of the many) 
 
He is a J_________ God. 
Exodus 20:2–3 (NLT) 
I am the LORD your God, who rescued you from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery.  
3 You must not have any other god but me. 
 
He is a J_____ God. 
Exodus 34:7 (NLT)  
I lavish unfailing love to a thousand generations.  
I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin.  
But I do not excuse the guilty.  
 
He is Full of M_______ and G________. 
Ephesians 2:4–5 (NLT)  
But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, 5 that even though we were dead because 
of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God’s grace that 
you have been saved!)  
 
He is L_______.  
1 John 4:7–10 (NLT)  
Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is 
a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. 9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that 
we might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.  
 

God is One and God is Three. 
 
Q: How many persons are there in the Godhead? 
A: There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these 
three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.  - Westminster Shorter 
Catechism 
 
The Godhead is Father, Son and Holy Spirit or God, Jesus and Holy Spirit. 
 
The cool thing is that it took Jesus coming for us to understand God as our Father. 
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THE POWER POINTS 
 
This is where the basics of the faith become the Power-Filled Basics!  
 
Old Testament Power Point 

POWER POINT #1  - WE KNOW HIS N         . 
YHWH   or   Yahweh – The God who is, the I AM Who I AM 

 
Exodus 3:13–15 (NLT) 
13 But Moses protested, “If I go to the people of Israel and tell them, ‘The God of your ancestors 
has sent me to you,’ they will ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what should I tell them?”  
14 God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. Say this to the people of Israel: I AM has sent me to 
you.” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel: Yahweh, the God of your 
ancestors—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.  
 
    This is my eternal name, my name to remember for all generations. 
 
More Hebrew Names for God 
ELOHIM - My Creator 
El Olam: The Eternal God 
EL SHADDAI – God Almighty  
EL ROI - The God who sees me 
JEHOVAH TSEBAOTH - The Lord of Hosts 
JEHOVAH JIREH - My Provider 
JEHOVAH ROPHE RAPHA- My Healer 
JEHOVAH NISSI - My Banner 
JEHOVAH MAKADESH -My Sanctifier 
JEHOVAH TSIDKENU - My Righteousness 
JEHOVAH SHALOM - My Peace 
JEHOVAH ROHI - My Shepherd 
JEHOVAH SHAMMAH - My Abiding Presence 

 
New Testament Power Point 

POWER POINT #2 GOD IS OUR F        .  
 
A. Jesus taught us this “POWER POINT” that God is “Our Father.” 
 
Matthew 6:9–13 (NLT) 
Pray like this:  
    Our Father in heaven,  
      may your name be kept holy.  
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    10 May your Kingdom come soon.  
    May your will be done on earth,  
      as it is in heaven.  
    11 Give us today the food we need,  
    12 and forgive us our sins,  
      as we have forgiven those who sin against us.  
    13 And don’t let us yield to temptation,  
      but rescue us from the evil one. 
 
B. Jesus taught us to approach God like c_________. 
Luke 18:16–17 (NLT) 
16 Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children come to me. 
Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who are like these children. 17 I tell 
you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.” 
 
Now depending on your earthly relationship with your dad this might help or hurt your 
understanding of God, but the picture is of our perfect father- our provider, our protector, our 
teacher, the one that love and cares for us. 
 
A child sits in his father’s lap and longs for time with him and believes he can do all things. 
 
C. Faith isn’t just believing there is a god; faith is jumping in our Father’s lap!  
James 2:19–20 (NLT) 
19 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons 
believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can’t you see that faith without good 
deeds is useless? 
 
Do you freely walk into God’s presence? Do you know He is accessible? 
 
Do you approach your father’s house as a visitor, or a family member? 
 
 

Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions and read the article on the 
“Westminster Shorter Catechism Project, A Scripture Catechism in the Method of the 

Assembly's” by Matthew Henry 

 

 
Answers 
was, created, creation, spirit, word, jealous, just, mercy, grace, love, name, father, 
children 

 



The Power-Filled Basics of the Christian Faith                                  Page 7 

Homework 
Lesson 1 - Knowing Who God Is  
Jump ahead and read the attached article.  Then, come back and answer these 

study questions.  

 

 
Study Questions: 

 

What aspect of who God is do you find most confusing? 

 

 

 

What aspect of who God is do you find most comforting? 

 

 

 

How does your relationship with your earthly father help you understand God’s love 

for you? 

 

 

 

How does your relationship with your earthly father help you understand God’s love 

for you? 
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Westminster Shorter Catechism Project 
A Scripture Catechism 

in the 
Method of the Assembly's 

by Matthew Henry 
 

 
Q.4. What is God? 

 
A. God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in his being, wisdom, 

power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. 
 

 
1. Is God a Spirit? Yes: for Christ himself has said, God is a Spirit, John 4:24. Is he a 
pure Spirit? Yes: for God is light, and with him is no darkness at all, 1 John 1:5. 
Has he a body as we have? No: Hast thou eyes of flesh? or seest thou as a man 
seeth? Job 10:4. Can he be seen with bodily eyes? No. For he is one whom no 
man hath seen, or can see, 1 Tim. 6:16. Are not the angels spirits? Yes: He 
maketh his angels spirits, Ps. 104:4. Are not the souls of men spirits? Yes: for he 
formeth the spirit of man within him, Zech. 12:1. But is God a Spirit like unto 
them? No: for he is the Father of spirits, Heb. 12:9. 
 
2. Is God infinite? Yes: for we cannot by searching find out God, Job 11: 7. Is he 
contained in any place? No: for the heaven of heavens cannot contain him, 1 
Kings 8:27. Is he everywhere present? Yes: for whither can we go from his Spirit, 
or flee from his presence? Ps. 139:7. Can any hide himself in secret places that 
God shall not see him? No: for do not I fill heaven and earth, saith the Lord, Jer. 
23:24. 
 
3. Is God eternal? Yes: from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God, Ps. 90:2. Had 
he beginning of days? No: for he is the Ancient of days, Dan. 7:9. Shall there be 
any end of his life? No: for he is the same, and his years have no end, Ps. 102:27. 
Is there with him any succession of time? No : for his days are not as the days of 
man, Job 10: 5. Can he die? No: he is the only potentate, that hath immortality, 1 
Tim. 6:16. 
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4. Is God unchangeable? Yes: for he is the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, nor shadow of turning, Jam. 1:17. Is there any decay of his 
perfections? No : for he fainteth not, neither is weary, Isa. 40:28. Is there any 
alteration in his counsels? No: for he is not a man that he should repent, 1 Sam. 
15: 29. Is it well for us that he is unchangeable? Yes: I am the Lord, I change not, 
therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed, Mal. 3: 6. 
 
5. Is God infinite in his being? Yes: for he has said, I AM THAT I AM, Exod. 3:14. Is 
he self-existent? Yes: for the Father hath life in himself, John 5:26. Is he the best 
of beings? Yes: for who is a God like unto him? Exod. 15:11. Is he the first of 
causes? Yes: for he is the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him, 1 Cor. 
8:6. Is he the highest of powers? Yes: for he King of kings, and Lord of lords, 1 
Tim. 6:15. 
 
6. Is he a God of perfect knowledge? Yes: for his understanding is infinite, Ps. 
147:5. Can any thing be hid from him? No: for all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do, Heb. 4:13. Does he know things 
to come? Yes: for he declareth the end from the beginning, Isa. 46:10. Does he 
know our hearts? Yes: for he understandeth our thoughts afar off; Ps. 139:2. 
Does he know all our actions? Yes: for his eyes are upon the ways of man, Job 
34:21. 
 
7. Is God infinitely wise? Yes: for wisdom and might are his, Dan. 2:20. Are all his 
works wisely done? Yes: in wisdom he hath made them all, Ps. 104:24. And 
particularly the work of redemption? Yes: for it is the wisdom of God in a 
mystery, 1 Cor. 2:7. Can the wisdom of God's counsels be fathomed? No : O the 
depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! Rom. 11:33. 
 
8. Is he a God of power? Yes: God hath spoken once, twice have I heard this, that 
power belongeth unto God, Ps. 62:11. Is he Almighty? Yes: he is the Lord God 
Almighty, Rev. 15:3. Is his power irresistible ? Yes: for none can stay his hand, 
Dan. 4:35. Is his sovereignty incontestable? Yes: for he giveth not account of any 
of his matters, Job 33:13. Is any thing too hard for him? No: for with God all 
things are possible, Matt. 19:26. 
 
9. Is he a God of perfect holiness? Yes: for holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
Isa. 6:3. Is there iniquity with God? No: he is of purer eyes than to behold 
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iniquity, Heb. 1:13. Is this his glory? Yes: for he is glorious in holiness, Exod. 15:11. 
And must we give him the glory of it? Yes: give thanks at the remembrance of his 
holiness, Ps. 30:4. And must we study herein to resemble him? Yes: Be ye holy, 
for I am holy, I Pet. 1:16. 
 
10. Is he a just and righteous Governor? Yes : the Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
Ps. 145:17. Did he ever do wrong to any of his creatures? No: there is no 
unrighteousness in him, Ps. 92:15. And does justice please him? Yes: the 
righteous Lord loveth righteousness, Ps. 11:7. 
 
11. Is he a merciful God ? Yes: he is the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
Exod. 34:6. And a good God? Yes: thou art good, and dost good, Ps. 119:68. Is he 
universally good? Yes: for he is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his 
works, Ps. 145:9. Is he in a special manner good to his own people? Yes: for truly 
God is good to Israel, Ps 73:1. And should we acquaint ourselves with his 
goodness? Yes: O taste, and see that the Lord is good, Ps. 34:8. 
 
12. Is he a God of truth? Yes: the truth of the Lord endures forever, Ps. 117:2. 
Will he perform all his promises? Yes : for he is faithful that hath promised, Heb. 
10:23. Is there any danger of his deceiving us? No: it is impossible for God to lie, 
Heb. 6:18. 
 
13. Is this a complete description of God? No: for, lo, these are but part of his 
ways; and how little a portion is heard of him! Job 26:14. Must we therefore 
always speak of God with reverence? Yes: for behold God is great, and we know 
him not, Job 36: 26. And must we pray to him to teach us what we shall say? 
Yes: for we cannot order our speech by reason of darkness, Job 37:19. 
 
 
https://www.shortercatechism.com/resources/henry/wsc_he_004.html 
 

 
 
 

https://www.shortercatechism.com/resources/henry/wsc_he_004.html
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Lesson 2 - Knowing Jesus 
 

Who is Jesus?  
Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God; He was born of a virgin and is both fully God and fully 
human. He is the second part to the Trinity (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).   His personal name, 
“Jesus” means “Savior” and His title, “Christ,” means “Anointed One.” He is the one anointed by 
God to save mankind through His life, death and resurrection.   

 
Jesus is undoubtedly the most famous person who ever lived.  No one doubts that he lived. 
The historical evidence for his life is so extensive that no one ever questions that He existed, 
the question is… Who was He? 
 

Jesus was Fully G      and Fully M      . 
 
Born of a Virgin,  Conceived by God 
As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son of David,” 
the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child within her was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.”  - Matthew 1:20–21 (NLT) 
 
Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” 35 The angel replied, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 
baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God. -  Luke 1:34–35 (NLT) 
 
Jesus Was God- Jesus Became Human 
John 1:1–14 (NLT) 
    1 In the beginning the Word already existed.  
      The Word was with God,  
      and the Word was God.  
    2 He existed in the beginning with God.  
    3 God created everything through him,  
      and nothing was created except through him.  
    4 The Word gave life to everything that was created,  
      and his life brought light to everyone.  
    5 The light shines in the darkness,  
      and the darkness can never extinguish it.  
… 
14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son. 
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Jesus Christ Is God’s Son 
Hebrews 1:1–4 (NLT) 
Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our ancestors through the prophets. 
2 And now in these final days, he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything to 
the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created the universe. 3 The Son radiates 
God’s own glory and expresses the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the 
mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from our sins, he sat down in the place 
of honor at the right hand of the majestic God in heaven. 4 This shows that the Son is far greater 
than the angels, just as the name God gave him is greater than their names. 
 

Jesus Claimed to be G       . 
John 10:30–33 (NLT) 
30 The Father and I are one.”  
31 Once again the people picked up stones to kill him. 32 Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I 
have done many good works. For which one are you going to stone me?”  
33 They replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good work, but for blasphemy! You, a mere 
man, claim to be God.” 
 

Jesus Claimed to be the Only Way of S            .  
 
John 14:6–7 (NLT) 
6 Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you had really known me, you would know who my Father is. From now on, you 
do know him and have seen him!” 
 

Jesus Claimed to F        Sin 
Mark 2:5–11 (NLT) 
5 Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.”  
6 But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to themselves, 
7 “What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!”  
8 Jesus knew immediately what they were thinking, so he asked them, “Why do you question 
this in your hearts? 9 Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand 
up, pick up your mat, and walk’? 10 So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has the authority 
on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man and said, 11 “Stand up, pick up 
your mat, and go home!” 
 

Who is Jesus?  
What is the most popular answer to this question for skeptics? 
They usually say he was a good man. But it is the one answer that is completely void of logic or 
common sense. 
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LIAR, LUNATIC OR LORD 
 “I am trying here to prevent anyone from saying the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Him [Jesus Christ]: 'I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept 
his claim to be God.' That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man and 
said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a 
lunatic—on a level with a man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of 
hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman 
or something worse. You can shut him up for fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon; 
or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God. But let us not come up with any patronizing 
nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that option open to us. He did 
not intend to.” 

- C.S. Lewis in his book Mere Christianity 
 
The Bible tells us that Jesus was not just a man, He was the Christ! Or the coming Messiah that 
would save the world from their sins.  
 
It is impossible for Jesus to have been a good man.  His claims don’t fit the bill for a good man.  
He claimed to be God, He claimed to forgive sins, He claimed to offer eternal life. 
 
Based on Jesus claims He cannot be merely a good man or moral teacher. Moral teachers don’t 
lie and mere men don’t rise from the dead. 
 
"Christ either deceived mankind by conscious fraud, or He was Himself deluded and self-

deceived, or He was Divine. There is no getting out of this trilemma. It is inexorable." - Mark 

Hopkins in his book Lectures on the Evidences of Christianity (1846)  
 
The bottom line is this… You have a choice to make… 
Jesus is either a Liar, a Lunatic or He is Lord and God! 
 
 

Who Do you Say I Am? 
 
THE MESSIAH 
Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?”  
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
Matthew 16:15-16 (NLT) 
 
MY LORD AND MY GOD 
 “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. 
John 20:28 (NLT) 
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POWER POINT 

 

He calls you F          and F          .       _____________ 
                                     write your name 

He Calls You Family. 
John 1:12–13 (NLT) 
12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 
13 They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth 
that comes from God. 

 
 

He Calls You Friend    
John 15:12–17 (NLT) 
12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now 
you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. 16 You didn’t choose 
me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask for, using my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 
 
 
 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blank answers 
God, Man, God, Salvation, Forgive, Family, Friend 
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Homework 
Lesson 2 - Knowing Jesus! 

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
 
In this week’s lesson we learned that Jesus claimed to be God.  
Read the following passage and then take a few minutes to journal what you observe. 
 
Colossians 1:15–20 (NLT) 
      Christ is the visible image of the invisible God.  
      He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation,  
    16 for through him God created everything  in the heavenly realms and on earth.  
    He made the things we can see and the things we can’t see—  
    such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world.  
      Everything was created through him and for him.  
    17 He existed before anything else, and he holds all creation together.  
    18 Christ is also the head of the church, which is his body.  
    He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise from the dead. So he is first in everything.  
    19 For God in all his fullness  was pleased to live in Christ,  
   20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself.  
    He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 

 
.  
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In this week’s lesson we learned that Jesus calls us Family and Friends.  
Read the following scripture and journal some observations on how you have been adopted!   

 
Ephesians 1:3–8 (NLT) 
All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. 4 Even before he made the 
world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God 
decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus 
Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. 6 So we praise God for the 
glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son. 7 He is so rich in kindness 
and grace that he purchased our freedom with the blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 He 
has showered his kindness on us, along with all wisdom and understanding. 

 
 
 
As Christians we are called to live like Jesus.  
What attitudes can we learn to practice based on this passage?  
 
 
Philippians 2:5–11 (NLT) 
5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had.  
    6 Though he was God,  
      he did not think of equality with God  
      as something to cling to.  
    7 Instead, he gave up his divine privileges;  
      he took the humble position of a slave  
      and was born as a human being.  
    When he appeared in human form,  
      8 he humbled himself in obedience to God  
      and died a criminal’s death on a cross.  
    9 Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor  
      and gave him the name above all other names,  
    10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
      in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
    11 and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
      to the glory of God the Father. 
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Lesson 3- Listening To The Holy Spirit 
 

Who is The Holy Spirit?   
 

The Holy Spirit is the personal presence of God on the earth. In the Old Testament He is the 
Spirit of God that hovered over the waters at creation and the presence of God that filled the 
Tabernacle and lead Israel as a cloud by day and a fire by night. In the New Testament he 
descended upon Jesus at His baptism like a dove and was the indwelling power in believers that 
lead to supernatural works.  

 

The Holy Spirit is God – a Member of the Holy T       . 
The Trinity is a Fundamental Doctrine for Christianity.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

The Holy Spirit is the P          Presence of God on Earth 
 
The LORD replied, “I will personally go with you, Moses, and I will give you rest—everything will 
be fine for you.” Exodus 33:14 (NLT) 
 
Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of the LORD filled the Tabernacle.  
Exodus 40:34 (NLT) 
 
Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given 
to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you 
must honor God with your body. 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 (NLT) 
 

The Holy Spirit is the Active V         of God to the Church. 
Listen Carefully to The Spirit! 
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the 
churches.” Revelation 3:22 (NLT) 
 

The Trinity is one God who eternally exists as three distinct 
persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit -  who are each fully and 
equally God in eternal relation with each other. 



The Power-Filled Basics of the Christian Faith                                  Page 18 

The Holy Spirit Is a G        From Jesus 
 “But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and not one of you is asking where I am 
going. 6 Instead, you grieve because of what I’ve told you. 7 But in fact, it is best for you that I 
go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to 
you. 8 And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and 
of the coming judgment. 9 The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me. 10 Righteousness is 
available because I go to the Father, and you will see me no more. 11 Judgment will come 
because the ruler of this world has already been judged. John 16:5–11 (NLT) 
 

How Do You R           the Holy Spirit? 
Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 This promise is to you, to your children, and to those far away—all who have been 
called by the Lord our God.” Acts 2:38–39 (NLT) 
 

Where Does He L      ? 
Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given 
to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you 
must honor God with your body.  1 Corinthians 6:19–20 (NLT) 
 
 

He is our G       - (The Continuing Voice of the Father and the Son) 

 “There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has 
heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he 
receives from me. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell 
you whatever he receives from me.’ John 16:12–15 (NLT) 
 
He will never contradict what the Father and the Son have already said in the word!  
 

He is our T          . 
I am telling you these things now while I am still with you. 26 But when the Father sends the 
Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will 
remind you of everything I have told you. John 14:25–26 (NLT) 
 

He is Our I              .    
And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to 
pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 
27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for 
us believers in harmony with God’s own will. Romans 8:26–27 (NLT) 
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He is Our C             . 
And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the 
coming judgment. John 16:8 (NLT) 
 

He Has Freed Us From C               . 
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you 
belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads 
to death. Romans 8:1–2 (NLT) 
 
 

POWERPOINT 
 

The Holy Spirit is the P          of God in Us 
The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ 
Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you. 
Romans 8:11 (NLT) 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (NLT) 
 
 

Evidence of the Power 

 

He Gives M           Gifts  
A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives 
the ability to give wise advice; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge. 
9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift 
of healing. 10 He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to 
prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of 
God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown 
languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11 It is the one and 
only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.  
1 Corinthians 12:7–11 (NLT) 
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He Gives The F          of the Spirit 
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! 
Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT) 
 

A Warning  
All Signs and Wonders Aren’t Good  
For false messiahs and false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders so as to 
deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones. Matthew 24:24 (NLT) 
 
We Were Never Called to Chase Sign and Wonders 
 
 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blank answers 
Trinity, personal, voice, gift, receive, live, guide, teacher, interceder, conviction, condemnation, 
power, miraculous, fruit 
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Homework 
Lesson 3 – Listening to the Holy Spirit  

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 

Read the following passages and answer the reflection questions. 
 
 
John 16:12–15 (NLT) 
12 “There is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now. 13 When the Spirit of truth 
comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own but will tell you what he has 
heard. He will tell you about the future. 14 He will bring me glory by telling you whatever he 
receives from me. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine; this is why I said, ‘The Spirit will tell 
you whatever he receives from me.’ 
 
According to this verse, why do we need the Holy Spirit? 
 

 
John 14:12–14 (NLT) 
12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have done, and even 
greater works, because I am going to be with the Father. 13 You can ask for anything in my name, 
and I will do it, so that the Son can bring glory to the Father. 14 Yes, ask me for anything in my 
name, and I will do it! 
 
How could we ever do works greater than Jesus did?  
 
What do you think this means?  
 
What does it mean to pray in “my name”? 
 
Galatians 5:16–26 (NLT) 
16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature 
craves. 17 The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. 
And the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two 
forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions. 
18 But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the law of Moses.  
19 When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: sexual immorality, 
impurity, lustful pleasures, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of anger, 
selfish ambition, dissension, division, 21 envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. 
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Let me tell you again, as I have before, that anyone living that sort of life will not inherit the 
Kingdom of God.  
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!  
24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to 
his cross and crucified them there. 25 Since we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s 
leading in every part of our lives. 26 Let us not become conceited, or provoke one another, or be 
jealous of one another. 
 
 
In verse 25 what does it mean to follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives? 
 
What “Fruit of the Spirit” have you seen most evident in your life? 
 
What “Fruit of the Spirit” has been the most difficult to grow? 
 
How can you cultivate the “Fruits of the Spirit?” 
 
 
 

 
Mark 16:15–18 (NLT) 
15 And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
16 Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be 
condemned. 17 These miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out 
demons in my name, and they will speak in new languages. 18 They will be able to handle snakes 
with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place 
their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.” 
 
According to Jesus great commission miraculous signs will accompany those who believe. Have 
you ever performed or witnessed any of these miraculous signs? 
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Homework Bonus (optional)  
 
A Scripture Catechism in the Method of the Assembly's by Matthew Henry 
http://www.shortercatechism.com/resources/henry/wsc_he_006.html 

 

Q.6. How many persons are there in the Godhead? 

A. There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and 

these three are one God; the same in substance, equal in power and glory. 

 
1. Are there three gods? No: for the Lord is one, and his name one, Zech. 14:9. Is there 
more than one person in the Godhead? Yes: for God said, Let us make man, Gen. 1.26. 
Are there distinct persons in the Godhead? Yes: for he who is the brightness of his 
Father's glory, is the express image of his person, Heb. 1:3. Are there three persons in 
the Godhead? Yes: for there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, 
and the Holy Ghost, 1 John 5:7. 
 
2. Is the Father God ? Yes: for there is one God and Father of all, Eph. 4:6. Is Jesus Christ 
the Word? Yes his name is called the Word of God, Rev. 19:13. Is the Word God? Yes: 
for in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God, 
John 1:1. Is the Holy Ghost a divine person? Yes: for the Spirit searcheth all things, 1 
Cor. 2:10. 
 
3. Is it the personal property of the Father to beget the Son? Yes: Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten thee, Ps. 2:7. Is it the personal property of the Son to be begotten 
of the Father? Yes: for he is the only-begotten of the Father, John 1. 14. Is it the 
personal property of the Holy Ghost to proceed from the Father and the Son? Yes: for 
Christ says, I will send you the Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, John 15:26. 
 
4. Are these three one God? Yes: for it is said expressly, these three are one, 1 John 5:7. 
Are they the same in substance, and equal in power and glory? Yes: for Christ says, I 
and my Father are one, John 10:30. Can this doctrine be measured by reason? No: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it to us, Matt. 16:17. But ought we to believe it? Yes: 
for we are baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, 
Matt. 28:19. and we are blessed with the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 2 Cor. 13:14. And ought we to improve it? Yes: 
that we all may be one, as the Father is in Christ, and he in the Father, that we also may 
be one in them, John 17:21. 

http://www.shortercatechism.com/resources/henry/wsc_he_006.html
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Lesson 4- Sin and Salvation 

Sin / Sentence / Savior / Salvation / Sanctification 
 

KEY VERSE 
God saved you (from your sin and sentence) by his grace when you believed (salvation). And 
you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. (savior)  9 Salvation is not a reward for the 
good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God’s masterpiece. 
He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago 
(sanctification). - Ephesians 2:8–10 (NLT)   Parentheses contain my added comments 

 

For it is by free grace (God’s unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment 
and made partakers of Christ’s salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of 
yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God;  
9 Not because of works [not the fulfillment of the Law’s demands], lest any man should boast. 
[It is not the result of what anyone can possibly do, so no one can pride himself in it or take 
glory to himself.]  
10 For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born 
anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us 
[taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good 
life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live]. - Ephesians 2:8–10 (AMP)  bold 
added for emphasis 

 
 

1. Why Do I Need To Be Saved?    
 

a. Because I Am A S         .  
 
For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. -  Romans 3:23 (NLT) 
 
As the Scriptures say, “No one is righteous—  not even one. Romans 3:10 (NLT) 
 
We are all infected and impure with sin.  When we display our righteous deeds,  
they are nothing but filthy rags... -  Isaiah 64:6 (NLT) 
 
Sin means to miss the mark. It is used in archery to mean missing the bullseye. 
The Bible uses several words for sin. Iniquity (intentional evil), Trespass (no ill will, just want 
what’s not yours) & Sin (anything short of perfection)  . 
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b. Because The S                For Sin Is Death. 
 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  
- Romans 6:23 (NLT) 
 
 In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly everything was purified with blood. For without 
the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness. - Hebrews 9:22 (NLT) 
 
Why do I need to be saved? Because I am a sinner with a death sentence 
 

2. How Can I Be Saved? 
 

a. I Need A S           . 
 
For the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” - Luke 19:10 (NLT) 
 
Christ came to pay the sin debt we owed. 
For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made 
right with God through Christ. -  2 Corinthians 5:21 (NLT) 
 
I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me. Christ 
died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. 4 He was buried, and he was raised from the dead 
on the third day, just as the Scriptures said. - 1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (NLT) 
 
 

b. I Have to Receive S              . 
 
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s 
will, but born of God. - John 1:12–13 (NIV84) 
 
Receiving salvation means acknowledging a free gift you were unable to purchase yourself.   
 
 
Believing is not just knowledge, it is trusting God and Christ work on the cross as sufficient for 
your salvation and for your lives purpose. 
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For it is by free grace (God’s unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment 
and made partakers of Christ’s salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of 
yourselves [of your own doing, it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God;  
9 Not because of works [not the fulfillment of the Law’s demands], lest any man should boast. 
[It is not the result of what anyone can possibly do, so no one can pride himself in it or take 
glory to himself.] - Ephesians 2:8–9 (AMP)  bold added for emphasis 

 
 

c. How Do I Receive S              ? 
 
Repentance, Belief, Baptism, Confession 
 
37 Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, “Brothers, 
what should we do?”  
38 Peter replied, “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. - Acts 2:37–38 (NLT) 
 
To receive salvation requires that we repent and turning to God. 
 
To repent is to change the way you think and behave. To turn from worldly ways and turn to 
God’s ways! 
 
 
That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are 
justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, 
“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” - Romans 10:9–11 (NIV84) 
 
 

POWERPOINT 
 

3. What Do I Do Now That I Am Saved?  

 

a. Live on the Forgiven Side of S                  !  

 
Salvation is the entrance to the Kingdom of God,  
Sanctification is the new journey!   
Sanctification is devoting yourself to living in the faith!  
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Life in the Spirit 
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you 
belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads 
to death. Romans 8:1–2 (NLT) 

 

10 For we are God’s [own] handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, [born 
anew] that we may do those good works which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us 
[taking paths which He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them [living the good 
life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live]. - Ephesians 2:10 (AMP)  bold added 
for emphasis 

 
 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blank answers 
Sin, sentence, Savior, salvation, sanctification 
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Homework 
Lesson 4 – Sin and Salvation  

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 
What does this verse say about eternal life and how do we get it? 
Do you think a believer can lose their salvation? 
 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish. No one can snatch them away from me, 29 for my Father has given them 
to me, and he is more powerful than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s hand. 
30 The Father and I are one.” - John 10:27–30 (NLT) 
 
 
 
What Assurance do we have of salvation and eternal life? 
 
And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when 
you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom he promised 
long ago. 14 The Spirit is God’s guarantee that he will give us the inheritance he promised and 
that he has purchased us to be his own people. He did this so we would praise and glorify him. 
Ephesians 1:13–14 (NLT) 
 
 
 
What Role has the Church played in your sanctification?  
The Believers Form a Community 
42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.  
43 A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs 
and wonders. 44 And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they 
had. 45 They sold their property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and 
shared their meals with great joy and generosity—47 all the while praising God and enjoying 
the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were 
being saved. -  Acts 2:42–47 (NLT) 
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Lesson 5 –The Bible 
 

INTRO 
 

WHAT IS THE BIBLE 
The Bible is a library of sixty-six books that tells the story of God. It is the very 
word of God written by God through men. It is the governing document for the 
Church and authority in all matters. 

 

It is our Basic, Instructions, Before Leaving Earth 

 
OVERVIEW 
The Bible is a library of 66 books written over a period of nearly 2000 years Covering 4000 years 
of time from creation through the apostles.  It contains 39 Old Testament books (before Jesus) 
and 27 New Testament books (the Story of Jesus and his followers).  It was written in two main 
languages: Hebrew for the Old Testament and Greek for the New Testament.  
It was authored by the Author of Life – Through the hands of about 40 different trustworthy 
people with a variety of backgrounds: Priests, Prophets, Judges, Kings, Shepherds, Fisherman, 
Doctors, and Apostles 
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MANUSCRIPT EVIDENCE 
The manuscript evidence of the Bible is unlike any other. It has been supernatural preserved by 
God.  We don’t have any original copies because it is impossible to preserve materials that long, 
but the copies that we do have produce the greatest manuscript evidence of any historical book 
of all time. 
 

The Old Testament  
In 1947 some shepherd boys found The Dead Sea Scrolls in some caves near the Dead Sea. This 
find proved to be one of the greatest archeological finds of our time. The clay jars in 12 caves 
contained over 40,000 fragments and 500 complete books including the oldest copy we have of 
the book of Isaiah. This discovery provided at least a portion of every Old Testament book 
except Ester.  The copy  of Isaiah was dated 125BC significantly earlier than the previous oldest 
copy we had (1008AD).  This would be the perfect chance to test the translation accuracy, and 
because of God’s supernatural preservation, they said the same thing! 
 
So now we have actual scrolls that were written long before Jesus that contain the prophecies 
of His life. 

The New Testament 
The New Testament manuscripts are by far the most impressive of all historical documents.  We 
have more manuscripts, closer to the original date of any other books of that time frame. They 
also contain endless details of people and places that have been confirmed through other 
writing and archeology.  

 

 
McDowell, J., & McDowell, S. (2017). Evidence that demands a verdict: life-changing truth for a skeptical world. Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

 



The Power-Filled Basics of the Christian Faith                                  Page 31 

 
McDowell, J., & McDowell, S. (2017). Evidence that demands a verdict: life-changing truth for a skeptical world. Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

 

 
 

KEY VERSES - THE POWER OF SCRIPTURE 
 

The Bible is for all time. 
The grass withers, and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever."  
Isaiah 40:8 (NLT) 

 
 

The Bible is God’s Words. 
Above all, you must realize that no prophecy in Scripture ever came from the 
prophet’s own understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, those prophets 
were moved by the Holy Spirit, and they spoke from God. - 2 Peter 1:20–21 (NLT) 

 
 

The Bible equips us for life. 
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make 
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches 
us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every 
good work.” - 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 
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We should diligently study the Bible. 
Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved 
(tested by trial), a workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing 
and accurately dividing [rightly handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth. 
2 Timothy 2:15 (AMP) 

 
 

Education -> Application -> Transformation 
But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like 
glancing at your face in a mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget what 
you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, 
and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless 
you for doing it. - James 1:22–25 (NLT) 

 

THE BIBLE TELLS THE STORY OF GOD 
 

 
Taken from the 7 “”c’s” of History    www.answersingenesis.org 

 
Creation - In the beginning—in six 24-hour days—God made a perfect creation. 
Corruption - The first man, Adam, disobeyed the Creator. His sin brought death and corruption 
into the creation. 
Catastrophe - Adam’s race became so wicked that God judged the earth with a great 
catastrophe–a global Flood–saving only those on the Ark built by Noah. 
Confusion - When Noah’s descendants disobeyed God’s command to fill the earth, God brought 
confusion on their language, forcing them to spread over the earth. 
Christ - The Creator became a man, Jesus Christ, who obeyed God in every- thing, unlike the 
first man, Adam. 
Cross - Jesus, the Messiah, died on a cross to pay the penalty for mankind’s sin against God. He 
rose from the dead, providing life for all who trust in Him. 
Consummation - One day, at the consummation, the Creator will remake His creation. He will 
cast out death and the disobedient, and dwell eternally with those who trust in Him. 

http://www.answersingenesis.org/
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POWERPOINT 
 
THE WORD OF GOD IS ALIVE – BECAUSE IT IS HIS BREATH 
For the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative, energizing, 
and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing line of the 
breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest parts of 
our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and purposes of 
the heart. - Hebrews 4:12 (AMP) 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   
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Homework 
Lesson 5 – The Bible  

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 
 

 

What benefits do we have from reading the Bible?   
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make 
us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches 
us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every 
good work.” - 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 
 

 

 

 

 
How did Jesus handle temptation? What can we learn from his example?  
Read  Luke 4:1-13 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 119 
Psalm 119 is all about being grateful for the Word of God. 
Begin reading it and pick a verse that stands out to you. It is the longest chapter in 
the Bible so you don’t have to read the whole thing if you don’t have time.  
 
What verse stood out to you and why? 
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LESSON 6 - HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE  

 

THE POWER OF SCRIPTURE 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 
God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work. - 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 

 

THE CALL TO STUDY 
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. - 2 Timothy 2:15 (KJV 1900) 
 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. - 2 Timothy 2:15 (NIV84) 
 
Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one 
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of truth. - 2 Timothy 
2:15 (NLT) 
 
My goal in preaching is to do all the work to make it easy for you to see it, but Bible Study has 
you do all the hard work so that you can discover the amazing truths for yourself. 
 

 

MOVING FROM MILK OR MEAT? 
You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need 
someone to teach you again the basic things about God’s word. You are like babies who need 
milk and cannot eat solid food. 13 For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn’t 
know how to do what is right. 14 Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training 
have the skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong. - Hebrews 5:12–14 (NLT) 
 
 
 

The PowerPoint 
Personal Bible study enables you to eat spiritual meat. 
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The Principles of Hermeneutics 
 

1.                   Interprets Scripture  
Often scripture interprets itself. In some instances, other Biblical writers interprets another 
Biblical passage. 
 

2.                Interprets Scripture 
The surrounding verses, chapters and book of the Bible provide immediate context to any bible 
verse, as does the historical, cultural, linguistic context of the verse. 
 

3.                Interprets Scripture 
All scripture has an intended meaning. It is therefore true that a scripture has one correct 
interpretation while it may have many correct applications. 
 

4. The             Interprets the Obscure 
No verse of scripture should be interpreted to contradict the overall message of scripture. 
When we are faced with an obscure verse, we find a clear verse to help interpret it. 
 
 

Three Keys to Studying the Bible:  
1. Observation, 
2.  Interpretation 
3. Application.   
 

OBSERVATION 

What does the passage ________?   
 
 And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved. This is what our beloved brother Paul 
also wrote to you with the wisdom God gave him—16 speaking of these things in all of his letters. Some 
of his comments are hard to understand, and those who are ignorant and unstable have twisted his 
letters to mean something quite different, just as they do with other parts of Scripture. And this will 
result in their destruction. - 2 Peter 3:15–16 (NLT) 
 
1. Read the book once to get a general impression of it. 
2. Read it again and begin to establish context (that which goes with the text). 
3. Ask the “Five W’s and an H” in relationship to the context: 

WHO . . .wrote it? is speaking? is the recipient(s)? is this about? are the main characters? 
WHAT . . .is the theme? is the subject or event? do you learn about the people or event? is the 
teaching from the text? instructions are given? 
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WHEN . . . was it written? do or will events occur? did or will something happen to a person, 
people, or nation? 
WHERE . . . are the main characters? did or will this happen? was it said? 
Context of: Bible / Book / Verse / Sentence / Phrase / Word 
WHY . . .  was it written?  is something said, mentioned?  would or will this happen?  at this 
time?  this person? 
HOW . . . will it happen? is it to be done? is it illustrated?  
 
Use a BIBLE STUDY TOOLS (Bible Dictionaries, Commentaries, Study Bibles) to help you learn 
more about the who, what, when, where, why and how 
http://www.ashfordchurch.org/ONLINE_BIBLE/ 
 

4. Read again, look for, and mark: people, places, events, and repeated (key) words.  
Marking slows down the observation process to enable discovery. 
5. Mark expressions of time words (“then”, “after this”, “until”, “when”, “now”, “soon”, “as soon as”). 
6. Mark terms of conclusion words (“wherefore”, “therefore”, “so”, “for”, “for this reason”, “finally”). 
7. Mark contrast words (“but”, “however”, “yet”, “nevertheless”, “on the other hand”) 
8. Mark comparison words (“like”, “as”, “such as”; also, metaphors) 
9. Mark warnings (“beware”, “heed”) 
10. Mark exhortations (“let us”) 
11. Mark instructions (“do”, “do not”, “shall”, “shall not”). 
12. Look for lists, which reveal truths and highlight important concepts. What gave you an “aha!” 
13. Develop chapter themes. 
 

2. INTERPRETATION 

What does the passage ________?  
 
1. Context rules. Consider each verse in light of surrounding verses, its book, entire Word of God. 
2. Always seek the full counsel of the Word of God; never take it out of context; interpret literally. 
3. Remember that scripture is God-inspired and never contradicts other scripture. 
4. Look for the single meaning of the passage. 
5. Use tools, such as word studies, cross-references, but leave commentaries for last. 
 

3. APPLICATION 

How does it apply to ______ life?   
 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong 
in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to 
prepare and equip his people to do every good work. - 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NLT) 
 
1. What are the life lessons: What does the passage teach me? Mean to me? Require of me? 
2. Does this section of scripture expose any error in my beliefs or in my behavior? 
3. What is God’s instruction to me as His child? 

 

 

http://www.ashfordchurch.org/ONLINE_BIBLE/
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Example 
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future.  - Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV84) 
 
1. OBSERVATION - What does the passage say?   
Who? Jeremiah,  Israel, & Judah 
What? A Promise of Blessing 
When? At the beginning of a 70 year exile 
Where? In Babylon under captivity 
Why? To help Israel understand their disobedience and God’s love and rescue 
How? By teaching them his faithfulness in captivity 

 
2. INTERPRETATION - What does the passage mean? 
God is still going to punish them, but not abandon them or forget them. 

 
3. APPLICATION - How does it apply to my life?   
Every blessing isn’t instant 
Sometimes we are going to have to build in Babylon 

We serve a God of restoration, faithfulness and blessing. 
 
 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blank answers 
Scripture, context, intent, clear, say, mean, my 
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Bible  Study  Worksheet 

 

OBSERVATION                                

INTERPRETATION                         

APPLICATION                               
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S.O.A.P.   

Bible Study Journaling Method 

 

Scripture -  Write a key verse that speaks to you. 

 

 

Observation - Write some observations about the passage. 

 

    

Application - Write about how this applies to your life. 

 

 

Prayer - Write a prayer to God to help you grow today. 
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Homework 
Lesson 6 – How To Study Your Bible 

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
 

Read the Book of Philemon and work the Bible study process of 
observation, interpretation and application.  
 

Bible  Study  Worksheet 

 

OBSERVATION                                

INTERPRETATION                         

APPLICATION                               
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Lesson 7 –Prayer and Worship 
 

Worship 
 
“Worship is the activity of the human soul.” – Louie Giglio 
 
We all worship all the time, the only question is who or what do we worship. Our human souls 
are designed to worship. If we don’t worship God we will find a golden calf to worship.  People 
worship other people, idea’s, cars, houses and careers, there is no limit to what people will 
worship. What we worship is the thing that holds our heart.  
 

1. JESUS EXPLAINS WORSHIP, NOT AS A PHYSICAL LOCATION, 

BUT A S              REALITY. 
 “Sir,” the woman said, “you must be a prophet. 20 So tell me, why is it that you Jews insist that 
Jerusalem is the only place of worship, while we Samaritans claim it is here at Mount Gerizim, 
where our ancestors worshiped?”  
21 Jesus replied, “Believe me, dear woman, the time is coming when it will no longer matter 
whether you worship the Father on this mountain or in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans know very  
little about the one you worship, while we Jews know all about him, for salvation comes through 
the Jews. 23 But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. 
24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”  
25 The woman said, “I know the Messiah is coming—the one who is called Christ. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us.”  
26 Then Jesus told her, “I AM the Messiah!”  - John 4:19–26 (NLT) 
 
The Jew’s and Samaritans argued about the place of worship and customs of worship.  Jesus 
explained it is not a physical place it is a spiritual place 
 

2. TRUE WORSHIP REQUIRES THE H       AND THE H        ! 
I APPEAL to you therefore, brethren, and beg of you in view of [all] the mercies of God, to make 
a decisive dedication of your bodies [presenting all your members and faculties] as a living 
sacrifice, holy (devoted, consecrated) and well pleasing to God, which is your reasonable 
(rational, intelligent) service and spiritual worship. - Romans 12:1 (AMP) 
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POWERPOINT 

 

3. WORSHIP IS W      WE ARE, W      WE DO AND H    WE DO IT! 
Who – We are all worshipers. 
What – God needs to be the object of our worship and we worship Him by living out His word.  
How – We worship with a grateful heart of praise. 
 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism  
Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever. 

 
Prayer 
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying. As he finished, one of his disciples came to him and 
said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 
Luke 11:1 (NLT) 
 

THE LORDS PRAYER 
Matthew 6:9–13 (NLT) 
Pray like this:  
 
    Our Father in heaven,  
      may your name be kept holy.  
    10 May your Kingdom come soon.  
    May your will be done on earth,  
      as it is in heaven.  
    11 Give us today the food we need,  
    12 and forgive us our sins,  
      as we have forgiven those who sin against us.  
    13 And don’t let us yield to temptation,  
      but rescue us from the evil one. 
 
 

1. PRAYERS IS C               . 
Worship and dialogue 
 
But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for prayer. 
Luke 5:16 (NLT) 
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2. PRAYER IS W                . 
Lord’s Prayer - Matthew 6:9–13 (NLT) 
    Our Father in heaven,  
      may your name be kept holy.  
    10 May your Kingdom come soon.  
    May your will be done on earth,  
      as it is in heaven. 

3. PRAYER IS I                 . 
31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift each of you like wheat. 32 But I have pleaded in 
prayer for you, Simon, that your faith should not fail. So when you have repented and turned to 
me again, strengthen your brothers.” - Luke 22:31–32 (NLT) 
 

4. PRAYER IS P                . 
Lord’s Prayer - Matthew 6:9–13 (NLT) 
  11 Give us today the food we need,  
    12 and forgive us our sins,  
      as we have forgiven those who sin against us.  
    13 And don’t let us yield to temptation,  
      but rescue us from the evil one. 

 
You want what you don’t have, so you scheme and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others 
have, but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to take it away from them. Yet you don’t 
have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. -  James 4:2 (NLT) 
 
 

POWERPOINT 

 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP ARE ALL ABOUT OUR R               . WITH 

GOD, NOT OUR RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES.  
 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   

 

 
 

Fill in the blanks 

Spiritual, heart, hand, who, what, how, connection, worship, intercession, petition, relationship 
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Homework 
Lesson 7 – Prayer and Worship 

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
This week’s assignment is all about application!  I want you to take some time in private prayer. 
 
But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut the door behind you, and pray to your Father in 
private. Then your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. - Matthew 6:6 (NLT) 
 
 
Review the Lords Prayer  
Review the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9–13) and pray through the 4 aspects of prayer we learned 
in this lesson. 
 
1. PRAYERS IS CONNECTION – Talk to God for personal connection. 
2. PRAYER IS WORSHIP – Worship God for who He is. 
3. PRAYER IN INTERCESSION – Pray for someone you know needs it. 
4. PRAYER IS PETITION – Let God know about your personal needs and ask him for help. 
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Lesson 8 – Discipleship – Being Discipled 
 

INTRO 
In today’s lesson we are going to talk about being discipled and in next week’s lesson we will 
talk about the mission of the church which is to go make disciples.   

 

What is a disciple?  
 

A DISCIPLE IS A S             OF JESUS.  
A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. - 
Luke 6:40 (ESV) 
 
A disciple is a student. A disciple is one who disciplines himself in the teachings and practices of 
another. For Christians it means to be a student and follower of Jesus.  
 
Study and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a 
workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly 
handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth. - 2 Timothy 2:15 (AMP)  

A DISCIPLE IS A FOLLOWER NOT A F       ? 
One day as Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 
brother Andrew throwing a net into the water, for they fished for a living. 17 Jesus called out to 
them, “Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” 18 And they left their nets 
at once and followed him.  19 A little farther up the shore Jesus saw Zebedee’s sons, James and 
John, in a boat repairing their nets. 20 He called them at once, and they also followed him, 
leaving their father, Zebedee, in the boat with the hired men.  - Mark 1:16–20 (NLT) 
 
Fans watch from the sidelines and put posters on their bedroom walls. 
Followers suit up and enter the game!   
 

BEING A DISCIPLE HAS A STEEP C       . 
Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own 
way, take up your cross daily, and follow me. 24 If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose 
it. But if you give up your life for my sake, you will save it. 25 And what do you benefit if you 
gain the whole world but are yourself lost or destroyed? 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my 
message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in his glory and in the 
glory of the Father and the holy angels. - Luke 9:23–26 (NLT) 
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Give up your own way /Deny yourself – simply put ,when you call Jesus Lord you agree to His 
plan for your life instead of your plan. There is no in between. 
Take up your cross daily – sharing in the suffering and persecution of the message are very 
real. We don’t try to offend unnecessarily but we won’t neglect the essential message.  
Follow me – we won’t hope He follows us, we follow Him.  
 
Disciples Never Turn Back.  
But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit for the 
Kingdom of God.” - Luke 9:57–62 (NLT) 
 

POWERPOINT 
 

DISCIPLES FIND LIFE IN C         ALONE!  
At this point many of his disciples turned away and deserted him. 67 Then Jesus turned to the 
Twelve and asked, “Are you also going to leave?”  
68 Simon Peter replied, “Lord, to whom would we go? You have the words that give eternal life. 
69 We believe, and we know you are the Holy One of God.”  -  John 6:66–69 (NLT) 
 
Once you become a disciple you don’t look other places for life-giving words. 
You know where the life-giving words are found. 
God is your first resource, not your last resort.  
 

DISCIPLESHIP IS A C                 EFFORT 
All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing 
in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.  - Acts 2:42 (NLT) 
 

A. F              godly leaders 

Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. - 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NIV84)  
 

 

B. B              to a fellowship  

When we get together, I want to encourage you in your faith, but I also want to be encouraged 
by yours. - Romans 1:12 (NLT) 
 
 
A Christian without a church is a like a fish out of water, you were not made to survive on your 
own.  
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C. L              newer believers 

You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now 
teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others. - 2 
Timothy 2:2 (NLT) 
 
You become the discipler of those you lead to Christ!  

 

Your discipleship is your hands.  Will you be a fan or a follower? 
 
 
 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fill in the blanks 
student, fan, cost, Christ, community, follow, belong, lead 
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Homework 
Lesson 8 – Discipleship - Being Discipled 

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
Read these verses about the “cost of discipleship” and then answer the following questions.  
 
As they were walking along, someone said to Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.”  
58 But Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens to live in, and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
place even to lay his head.”  
59 He said to another person, “Come, follow me.”  
The man agreed, but he said, “Lord, first let me return home and bury my father.”  
60 But Jesus told him, “Let the spiritually dead bury their own dead! Your duty is to go and 
preach about the Kingdom of God.”  
61 Another said, “Yes, Lord, I will follow you, but first let me say good-bye to my family.”  
62 But Jesus told him, “Anyone who puts a hand to the plow and then looks back is not fit for 
the Kingdom of God.” - Luke 9:57–62 (NLT) 
 
 
What do you think Jesus main point was in this teaching?   
 
 
What did you give up to be a disciple? 
 
 
 

Read these verses and answer the following questions.  
 
Jesus said to the people who believed in him, “You are truly my disciples if you remain faithful to 
my teachings. 32 And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” - John 8:31–32 
(NLT) 
 
 
What does it mean to remain faithful to Jesus teaching? 
 
 
 
How does discipleship set you free?  
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Lesson 9 – Making Disciples 
 
We are called to be disciples, followers of Jesus, and then in turn, we are called to go make 
disciples. 
 

JESUS CALLED US TO BE HIS DISCIPLES 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” - Matthew 4:19 (NIV84) 
 
The Mission of the Church is known as the Great Commission. It is Jesus final instructions to His 
disciples. Just before he ascended, He gave His disciples the great commission as their final 
standing order of how to serve Him on Earth.  
 
 

DISCIPLES MAKE D             . 
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” - Matthew 
28:18–20 (NLT) 
 
 

THE FIRST STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP IS E                 ! 
And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 
16 Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be 
condemned. 17 These miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out 
demons in my name, and they will speak in new languages. 18 They will be able to handle 
snakes with safety, and if they drink anything poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to 
place their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.” - Mark 16:15–18 (NLT) 
 
People need to hear the message to believe the message. You can’t help someone live the 
message unless they have received the message.  We need to be Gospel Influencers in today’s 
crazy world!  
 
 

THE SECOND STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP IS C             . 
Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be 
condemned. Mark 16:16 (NLT) 
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In the New Testament believing, being baptized and being saved are all taught together. You 
believe the message, covenant with God through baptism, and are saved!   
 
I think as Christians we can be too soft in our approach. We share the good news but don’t 
emphasize the commitment!   
 
 

THE THIRD STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP IS T               ! 
Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) 
 
Your never too young or old to make disciples. 
Memorize John 3:16, you are ready to share the gospel and start discipling someone. 
 
 

THE FORTH STEP OF DISCIPLESHIP IS I              !  
We loved you so much that we shared with you not only God’s Good News but our own lives, 
too. - 1 Thessalonians 2:8 (NLT) 
 

 
POWERPOINT 
MAKING DISCIPLES IS A SPIRIT P              ENDEAVOR!  
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 
telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” - Acts 1:8 (NLT) 
 

• Salvation, discipleship and growing our faith is always the work of us cooperating with 
the Holy Spirit.  

• When you are trying to help someone grow in their faith, you need to be patient with 
what the Holy Spirit is doing in their life.  

• The power of the Holy Spirit is the game changer not the skill of the discipler.  
 
 

DISCIPLESHIP IS AT T           EFFORT 
After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you believed 
the Good News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the seed in your hearts, 
and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it grow. 7 It’s not important who does the 
planting, or who does the watering. What’s important is that God makes the seed grow. 8 The 
one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same purpose. And both will be 
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rewarded for their own hard work. 9 For we are both God’s workers. And you are God’s field. 
You are God’s building. - 1 Corinthians 3:5–9 (NLT) 
 
Discipleship isn’t an independent mission.  God called us to be church members. We get 
individual assignments in a corporate mission.  Maybe your better at tilling soil, planting 
seeds, watering, or weeding, we are called to work within our giftings as a part of an amazing 
team.  
 
The Church is Built on Discipleship  
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say that the Son of Man is?”  
14 “Well,” they replied, “some say John the Baptist, some say Elijah, and others say Jeremiah or 
one of the other prophets.”  
15 Then he asked them, “But who do you say I am?”  
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed 
this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you are Peter 
(which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not 
conquer it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on 
earth will be forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permit on earth will be permitted in 
heaven.” - Matthew 16:13–19 (NLT) 
 
Whenever there is a group of people that can answer the question “Who do you say I am” with 
the answer “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” That is where you have a church. 
The word of Church in Greek is “ekklesia.” It means an assembly or a group of people called out 
of their home to come together for a purpose. 
 
The Reason the Church exists is to disciple one another in the Good News of Jesus Christ! 
 

DISCIPLES MAKE D             . 
2 You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. Now 
teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others. - 2 
Timothy 2:2 (NLT) 

 
 

 
Now it’s time for your Homework. Review the reflection questions on your Homework sheet.   
 

 
 
 

Fill in the blanks 
Disciples, evangelism, conversion,  teaching, impartation, powered, team, disciples 
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Homework 
Lesson 9 – Making Disciples 

READING ASSIGNMENT and REFLECTION QUESTIONS 

 
 
Discipleship is all about Teamwork! What part of the discipleship process do you think you 
are best at?  What part of the discipleship process are you most intimidated by? 
 
After all, who is Apollos? Who is Paul? We are only God’s servants through whom you believed the Good 
News. Each of us did the work the Lord gave us. 6 I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, 
but it was God who made it grow. 7 It’s not important who does the planting, or who does the watering. 
What’s important is that God makes the seed grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters work 
together with the same purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work. 9 For we are both God’s 
workers. And you are God’s field. You are God’s building. - 1 Corinthians 3:5–9 (NLT) 

 
 
 
Let’s take another look at the Great Commission in Mathew, Mark and Acts. As you read each 
of them again, circle or highlight verses that stand out to you.  
 
Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.” - Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) 
 
And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 16 Anyone who 
believes and is baptized will be saved. But anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned. 17 These 
miraculous signs will accompany those who believe: They will cast out demons in my name, and they will 
speak in new languages. 18 They will be able to handle snakes with safety, and if they drink anything 
poisonous, it won’t hurt them. They will be able to place their hands on the sick, and they will be healed.” - 
Mark 16:15–18 (NLT) 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people 
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” - Acts 1:8 
(NLT) 

 
Who are you currently being discipled by?  
Who are you currently discipling?   
Who do you want to start discipling? 
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Bonus Lesson #1 
The Symbol and Seal of Baptism 
 

WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
Baptism is the formal, public confession and covenant of a Christian committing their heart and 
life to Jesus. They commit to Jesus, repent of their sins and then make a public covenant 
through baptism.   
 
Baptism is a pledge to live your life for Christ, it’s the wedding ceremony of the Christian Faith, 
the pledge of “I DO”, but the proof is not the water, it is the lifestyle that follows.  Baptism 
comes after conversion, it is the outward profession of an inward decision.  
 
The Symbol of Baptism is the washing away of the sin and being born again. 
The Seal of Baptism is the Holy Spirit inside you. 
 

THE MISSION AND BAPTISM 
We share Christ so people can commit to Christ 
Our culture has an epidemic of disloyalty or unfaithfulness.  
 
In previous generations if your dad drove a Chevy/Ford you drove a Chevy Ford..  
 
What happened? 
We live in a consumer society, not a loyalty society.  
Marriage, sports, work, clothing, etc 
 
How does this play out in the Church? 
 
People miss out on the supernatural Christian life because of lack of commitment. 
 

JESUS BOX 
They want to put Jesus in their life box instead of putting their life in the Jesus box. 
 
The Problem is they gain the whole world but lose their soul. 
Mark 8:34–36 (NIV84) 
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 What 
good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 
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With mutual commitment comes security, confidence, loyalty, fidelity, joy, confidence and the 
assurance of the abundant life. 
 
 

THE MISSION AND BAPTISM 
We share Christ so people can commit to Christ 
 
Matthew 28:18–20 (NLT) 
18 Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
 
Baptism isn’t just a good idea, it’s a commandment 

 

WHAT IS BAPTISM?   
BAPTISM IS A COVENANT  - a Symbol and a Seal 
Baptism is the New Testament  Covenant of Faith.  
The Old Testament covenant of Faith was Circumcision. The cutting away of flesh  (our 
sacrifice) which left us scarred. 
The New Testament Covenant of Faith is Baptism. Christ cleanses us and removes our guilt, 
sin and shame (His Sacrifice) which left us healed instead of scarred.  
 
Membership Covenant 
As believers in Jesus Christ, we believe in baptism by immersion as a public demonstration that 
we have died to our old lives and now live as a new creation for Christ (Acts 19:4-5; Romans 
6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21-22; 2 Corinthians 5:17).  
 
“Baptism separates the tire kickers from the car buyers.”  ~ Max Lucado 
 
βαπτίζω [baptizo /bap·tid·zo/]  
Baptize means to  – to dip or to immerse 
To dip or immerse is to cleanse but even more it is to identify 
 

BAPTISM IS THE COVENANT THAT IDENTIFIES  BELIEVERS AS 

CHRISTIANS 
Romans 1:16 (NIV84) 
16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
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Baptism is the covenant commitment of a Christian. In a lot of ways it is like a wedding 
ceremony with Jesus. You can get married without a big wedding, but when you are excited 
about it, you invite all your friends to see you make your vows.  When people heard the gospel 
of Jesus proclaimed they wanted to know how to respond. The apostles didn’t shy away from 
the answer, in Acts 2:38 Peter clearly states…    
 
“Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38 
BELIEVE / REPENT / BE BAPTIZED 
 
The first thing they had to do was to BELIEVE in Jesus. Then they had to REPENT  of their sins 
followed by getting BAPTIZED  in (or into) the name of Jesus Christ.  Baptism is a public 
declaration, what you are saying is this “I need Jesus as my Savior and Lord, I will change the 
way I live, I admit I was going the wrong way and I commit to going the right way.  I am 
covenanting myself to permanently serve Jesus and live the way He commanded and worship 
Him with my life.” That is the heart of someone getting baptized.   
 
My concise definition of baptism would be… 
Baptism is the formal, public confession and covenant of a Christian committing their heart 
and life to Jesus. Baptism always follows and never precedes salvation. 
 
“A man who knows that he is saved by believing in Christ does not, when he is baptized, lift his 
baptism into a saving ordinance. In fact, he is the very best protester against that mistake, 
because he holds that he has no right to be baptized until he is saved.”  ~ Charles Spurgeon 
 
Baptism is not a ceremony that gives you salvation.  
 
“Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to God.”  Matthew 
3:8 NLT 
 
John knew that the baptism was simply a pledge of a clean heart; the proof of that covenant 
was in their actions. So as I explain baptism today, Baptism is a pledge to live your life for 
Christ, it’s the wedding ceremony of the Christian Faith, the pledge of “I DO”, but the proof is 
not the water; it is the lifestyle that follows. 
 

THE TRANSACTION OF BAPTISM 
Acts 2:37–39 (NIV84) 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
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THE SYMBOL OF BAPTISM 
1 Peter 3:21–22 (NIV84)   
21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the 
body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and 
powers in submission to him.  
 

THE SEAL OF BAPTISM – THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Acts 19:1–7 (NIV84)  
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. 
There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
believed?”  
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”  
“John’s baptism,” they replied.  
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the 
one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 
spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.  
 
 

POWER POINT 
When we are working with the Holy Spirit (by being baptized),  the Holy Spirit will work in and 
through us (by His power in us)! 

 
 

THE DEATH AND LIFE OF BAPTISM  
Romans 6:1–7 (NIV84)  
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We 
died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  
5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with 
him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body 
of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone 
who has died has been freed from sin.  
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THE NEW BIRTH OF BAPTISM 
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV84)  
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  
 

THE EVIDENCE OF BAPTISM 
 
People were coming to John to get baptized and he said… 
 
“Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to God. 9 Don’t just 
say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That means nothing, for I 
tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very stones.” - Matthew 3:8–9 (NLT) 
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Bonus Lesson # 2   
Considering Membership 
 
The Purpose of this lesson is to help you decide if you are ready to pursue church membership. 
 
Every church has a different view of membership so this will be from my perspective. 
 

A Christians without a Church is like a fish without water. 
You can’t live out the calling of the faith without being a part of the Church. 
 
 

WHY JOIN A CHURCH? 
A Place to Belong!  
A Place to Grow!  
A Place to Serve! 
A Place to Worship! 
 
Church Membership is a step of commitment. Joining is saying “I Want In!” 
 

HOW DO YOU FIND THE RIGHT CHURCH? 
Core Beliefs – Power Filled Basics – Jesus and His Word need to be the central  

thing.  
Vision and Mission – “Help People Discover the Love of God” 

You never pick a church you want to change.  You come support and improve the vision, 
not change it.  

Location – Your town or close enough to connect with. 
Connection – You feel the love of God through the people. 
Investment – A place you want to invest in and be invested in. 
Style – Preference is always the last consideration. 
 

JESUS SAID HE WANTS A CHURCH OF HIS OWN. 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
17 Jesus replied, “You are blessed, Simon son of John, because my Father in heaven has revealed 
this to you. You did not learn this from any human being. 18 Now I say to you that you are Peter 
(which means ‘rock’), and upon this rock I will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not 
conquer it. - Matthew 16:16–18 (NLT) 
 
The Meaning of the Word Church (Greek is Ekklesia) which is  derived from ek, meaning “out 
of,” and kaleo, which means “to call,” hence, the church is “a called out group.” 
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JESUS CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH! 
For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 10 So you also are complete through 
your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. Colossians 2:9–10 (NLT)   
 

AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus 
Pastor, Elders 
Deacons & Appointed Leaders 
Congregation 

 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP? 
Membership isn’t about a list of names. It isn’t about a social status, it’s not about having an 
affiliation or a fire insurance policy, it is ALL about committing and being a part of God and His 
People! 
 
Membership is the body of Christ coming together in community (the Church) to fulfill and 
live out the great commission, as The Family of God.  
 
You get to be a part of something significant! 
The local church is the hope of the world! You can be a part of the only hope for this lost 
world. It is God’s redemptive change agent! 
Through your membership you can offer life change. 
You get to serve on a battleship not a cruise ship. Members are God’s army, not his admirers.  
They display devotion, dedication and integrity. 
You have a place to belong. Everybody that belongs to the body of Christ belongs to everybody 
that belongs to the body of Christ.  
You have a place to call home! Members are a part of the body – we become members as a 
family not a country club or gym.  Members are the household of God. Members are the Bride 
of Christ. 
 
 

DUAL MEMBERSHIP  
The Church is the Universal Body of Christ and the Local Church. 
In the Bible 114 times Ekklesia is used and 90 of them are referring to the local church.  
 
You can’t be a part of the universal church without being a part of the local church. 
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MEMBERS ATTEND, ENGAGE AND ENCOURAGE 
Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. 25 And let us not 
neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now 
that the day of his return is drawing near.   
Hebrews 10:24–25  
 

 

THE CHURCH IS A HOUSEHOLD 
I am writing these things to you now, even though I hope to be with you soon, 15 so that if I am 
delayed, you will know how people must conduct themselves in the household of God. This is the 
church of the living God, which is the pillar and foundation of the truth.  - 1 Timothy 3:14–15 
 

Household members contribute to the house. 

Household members reap the benefits of the house. 

Household members submit to the house rules. 

 * If you can’t abide you can’t reside. 

* Everyone pitches in. 

  

Don’t be Homeless 
 

 

PROCESS FOR MEMBERSHIP AT LIVING PROOF CHURCH 
1. Commit your life to Jesus Christ and get baptized.  
2. Attend the Power Filled Basics of the Christian Faith Course. 
3. Complete the Membership Class and agree to the Membership Covenant. 
4. Meet with the Pastor or Elders to share your testimony of faith in Jesus Christ. 
4. Recommendation by the Board of Elders. 
5. Approval by the Congregation. 
 
 
 

 
Let Pastor Pat know if you want to pursue Membership at Living Proof Church - 
PastorPat@AshfordChurch.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:PastorPat@AshfordChurch.org
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THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR BEING A PART OF THIS CLASS. I 

REALLY BELIEVE THAT GOD IS GOING TO USE IT TO KEEP YOU 

STRONG IN THE FAITH AND ON THE SOLID FOUNATION OF JESUS 

CHRIST! 

 

GOD BLESS YOU ALL 

 

 

PASTOR PAT 

 

 

 

p.s. Please feel free to reach out to me if you need any help in your 

spiritual growth.   PastorPat@AshfordChurch.org 


